University Core Curriculum Committee
Annual Report 2024-2025

Charge to the UCCC
The committee is charged with: 
1. Overseeing the composition of the core curriculum;
2. Certifying (and re-certifying) courses and experiential learning activities nominated for inclusion as part of the KU Core 34 curriculum
3. Monitoring the achievement of learning outcomes through these courses and activities;
4. Certifying (and re-certifying) capstone courses included as a university degree requirement;
5. Reviewing and recommending experiential learning certificate proposals and assessing experiential learning certificate programs (e.g., GAP, SLC);
6. Envisioning innovative ways to meet learning outcomes; and
7. Serving as the curriculum committee with oversight of the UNIV course catalog

UCCC Representation: Academic Year 2024-2025
The committee includes one voting representative from each of the five divisions of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and one from each of the professional schools with undergraduate programs. Additionally, the Student Senate selects student representatives to serve year-long terms. The representatives on the 2024-2025 committee included: 

	Name
	Representing
	Term

	Sarah Van der Laan
	CLAS – Humanities Division
	2024-2027

	Open
	CLAS – International & Interdisciplinary
	

	Gerrit de Boer
	CLAS – Natural Sciences & Mathematics
	2024-2027

	Rana Esfandiary
	CLAS – School of the Arts
	2023-2026

	Hashim Raza
	CLAS – Social & Behavioral Sciences
	2024-2027

	Matthew Cook
	School of Architecture & Design
	2022-2025

	Colin McRoberts
	School of Business
	2023-2026

	Sarah Collins
	School of Education & Human Sciences
	2023-2026

	Ken Demarest (for Josh Roundy)
	School of Engineering
	Spring 2025

	Josh Roundy
	School of Engineering
	2022-2025

	Open
	School of Journalism & Mass Communications
	

	Martin Nedbal
	School of Music
	2023-2026

	Nicholas Britt
	School of Pharmacy
	2024-2027

	Jordan Atkinson
	School of Professional Studies
	2023-2026

	Juliana Carlson
	School of Social Welfare
	2022-2025

	Shawn Lawson
	Student Representative
	2024-2025

	Ava Guerra-Harris
	Student Representative
	2024-2025

	Kenna McNally
	Student Representative
	2024-2025



Ex-officio, non-voting members and staff support on the 2024-2025 committee included:

	Name
	Representing

	Jill Becker
	Libraries

	Kim Warren
	Undergraduate Education

	Dawn Shew
	KU Medical Center

	Jody Johnson
	Jayhawk Academic Advising

	Sydney Stone
	Office of the University Registrar

	Casey Fraites-Chapes
	Office of the University Registrar

	Millinda Fowles
	Staff Support

	Maddie Holland
	KU Core Coordinator, Staff Support 



Recertification
During 2024-2025, the committee reviewed the recertification materials for courses in the KU Core 34 meeting the US Culture Goal.

Results:
· Total Courses Reviewed: 67
· Recertified: 48
· Recertified with Comments: 15
· Decertified: 4

If a course was recertified with comments, the department was provided with specific feedback on concerns that the committee wants to see addressed during the next round of recertification. 

All decertification decisions, regardless of the reason, will take effect in Fall 2026, giving time for the department to appeal and for students and advisors to adjust plans as needed. 

Experiential Learning Certificate Recertification
The UCCC reviewed the Global Awareness Program experiential learning certificate, a program administered by Study Abroad and Global Engagement, during Spring 2025. The UCCC commended the program for being thoughtfully designed, demonstrating the high level of student learning, and including a wide range of courses that contribute to the certificate. This UCCC affirmed the program’s impact and the important role it plays in advancing global understanding and engagement among our students.

Course Nominations
During 2024-2025, the committee received 40 nominations for individual courses to be added to the KU Core 34 or designated as a capstone course. Courses proposed to the committee may be approved, rejected, or asked for more information. The UCCC always provides feedback and an opportunity for resubmission before rejecting a course. 

The number of courses that fell into each category were: 
· Approved: 36
· Rejected: 2
· Request for More Information: 2

Student Petitions
During 2024-2025, the committee received 85 student petitions. These petitions were reviewed first by the KU Core Coordinator to ensure that all requirements were met. They were next taken to the UCCC for a vote. Petitions may be referred to another unit if not appropriate for UCCC review, approved by the UCCC, denied by the UCCC, or withdrawn by the student. 

· Received: 85
· Referred: 29
· Approved: 24
· Denied: 4
· Withdrawn: 3
· Didn’t Meet Requirements: 25

As has been the practice for several years, the UCCC created a subcommittee to review student petitions submitted during the summer when the UCCC does not conduct regular meetings. 

· Received: ** 
· Referred:
· Approved:
· Denied: 
· Withdrawn: 
· Didn’t Meet Requirements: 

2025 Haufler KU Core 34 Innovation Award
The Christopher Haufler KU Core 34 Innovation Award, funded by the Office of the Provost, honors the creative and forward-thinking work of academic departments in developing or transforming outstanding Core courses, assessing the KU Core 34 learning outcomes, and disseminating the assessments as models of excellent teaching and learning. The 2025 award was presented by Provost Barbara Bichelmeyer at the Center for Teaching Excellence’s annual Teaching Summit on August 14, 2025. 

This year, the UCCC selected an undergraduate biology course within the Molecular Biosciences program taught by Drs. Eileen Hotze and Rosana Ferreira as the winner. The course was thoughtfully redesigned to align with the new KU Core 34 learning outcomes. It was transformed from a Bacterial Infectious Disease Laboratory course into a Course-based Undergraduate Research Experience (CURE) to provide students with the opportunity to conduct authentic research in a laboratory setting. It offers students accessible, meaningful opportunities to engage in the scientific process in an authentic way.  

Additional UCCC Work
· Successfully implemented and executed KU Core 34 (updated catalog, attributes, degree plans, syllabi, etc.)
· Implemented signature assignments (offered professional development and technical assistance)
· Approved rubrics for use in assessing student learning through signature assignments
· Added new courses to Systemwide Transfer Portal
· Began implementation of Math Pathways and Corequisites courses which will be piloted in Fall 2025
· Approved a Registrar’s Office policy to certifying all students who completed an associate's degree (AA, AFA, or AS) at any accredited US institution had met the requirements of KU Core 34
Recommendations from the 2024-2025 Committee
· Continue partnership with the Center for Teaching Excellence to provide faculty support in developing signature assignments
· Assess KU Core 34 implementation and share finding with the Kansas Board of Regents
· Support KU Core 34 courses in becoming compliant with Title II 
· Review KU Core 34 courses available for on-line degree programs to ensure on-line students have consistency in course offerings across all goals


