University Core Curriculum Committee
Annual Report 2023-2024

In the 2023-2024 academic year, the UCCC focused on accomplishing the Provost’s charge to finish alignment of the KU Core Goals and Learning Outcomes with the KBOR Statewide General Education Framework as well as implementing that new general education curriculum, the KU Core 34. To complete this alignment and implementation, the committee suspended certain normal activities such as recertification and most course approvals. The committee completed a list of courses for the KU Core 34 that met all requirements of KBOR’s framework and guidelines, wrote and adopted new learning outcomes for all KU Core 34 goals, worked with the University Assessment Committee to align recertification and the assessment of the KU Core 34, and created a new vision and mission for the new general education program moving forward. Along with this work, The UCCC Chair and support staff met with academic units and other university stakeholders to provide updates and answer questions about how these new changes would take effect. 

Charge to the UCCC
The committee is charged with:
1. Overseeing the composition of the core curriculum;
2. Certifying (and recertifying) courses and experiential learning activities nominated for inclusion as part of the KU Core;
3. Monitoring the achievement of learning outcomes through these courses and activities;
4. Reviewing and recommending proposals for experiential learning certificate programs and approving UNIV courses; and
5. Envisioning innovative ways to meet learning outcomes

UCCC Representation: Academic Year 2023-24
The committee includes one voting representative from each of the five divisions of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and one from each of the professional schools with undergraduate programs. Additionally, the Student Senate selects student representatives to serve year-long terms. The representatives on the 2022-2023 committee included: 

	Name
	Representing
	Term

	Amy Rossomondo
	CLAS – Humanities Division
	2021-2024

	Betsy Esch
	CLAS – International & Interdisciplinary
	2023-2026

	Daniel Katz
	CLAS – Natural Sciences & Mathematics
	2021-2024

	Rana Esfandiary
	CLAS – School of the Arts
	2023-2026

	Jon Brumberg
	CLAS – Social & Behavioral Sciences
	2022-2025

	Matthew Cook
	School of Architecture and Design
	2022-2025

	Colin McRoberts
	School of Business
	2023-2026

	Sarah Collins
	School of Education & Human Sciences
	2023-2026

	Joshua Roundy
	School of Engineering
	2022-2025

	Steve Wolgast
	School of Journalism & Mass Communications
	2021-2024

	Martin Nedbal
	School of Music
	2023-2026

	Molly Steed
	School of Pharmacy
	2023-2026

	Jordan Atkinson
	School of Professional Studies
	2023-2026

	Juliana Carlson
	School of Social Welfare
	2022-2025

	Komal Kaur
	Student Representative
	2023-2024

	Ashley Waruingi
	Student Representative
	2023-2024

	Sarah Green
	Student Representative 
	2023-2024



Ex-officio, non-voting members on the 2023-24 committee included:

	Name
	Representing

	Jill Becker
	Libraries

	Millinda Fowles
	Academic Programs & Experiential Learning

	Kim Warren
	Undergraduate Education

	Gina Johnson
	KU Medical Center

	Jody Johnson
	Academic Advising

	Sydney Stone
	Transfer Admissions

	Maddie Holland
	KU Core Coordinator 



Overseeing the Composition of the KU Core: Recertification of Goals
During the 2023-2024 academic year, recertification was paused in order to focus on implementation of the KU Core 34 curriculum. 

Overseeing the Composition of the KU Core: Course Nominations
During the 2023-2024 academic year, the committee paused course approvals outside of new Goal 6/Capstone courses. The committee received 17 nominations for courses to be added as Goal 6/Capstone courses. The actions taken on course nominations were one of three options: approve, reject, or request more information. With a rejection, departments may appeal the decision by working with the UCCC Chair to craft a statement of appeal.

The number of courses that fell into each category were:
· Approved: 16
· Rejected: 0
· Requested more information: 1
· Withdrawn from consideration: 1

Overseeing the Composition of the KU Core: Student Petitions
During the 2023-2024 academic year, the committee received 38 student petitions. These petitions were reviewed first by the KU Core Coordinator to ensure that all required documents were included and the petition met the criteria to be reviewed by the committee. The decisions on those petitions were:
· Approved: 22
· Rejected: 3
· Did not meet criteria: 5
· Referred to appropriate unit: 8

As has been the practice for several years, the UCCC created a subcommittee to review student petitions submitted during the summer when the UCCC does not conduct regular meetings. The summer committee received 4 student petitions. The decisions on those petitions were: 
· Approved:
· Rejected:
· Did not meet criteria:
· Referred to appropriate unit:

Petitions submitted due to an advising error are re-routed to FacEx. 

2023-24 Haufler KU Core Innovation Award
For the 2023-24 year, the Christopher Haufler KU Core Innovation Award, funded by the Office of the Provost, was used to promote creative and forward-thinking work in developing and transforming the KU Core 34. This award was presented as a fellow award to Dr. Sarah Collins. Dr. Collins worked over the summer to help continue moving the KU Core 34 forward. In her work, Dr. Collins helped to develop the rubrics and assignments parameters to be used in the assessment of the KU Core 34. Her knowledge and work was invaluable to the UCCC in the continued implementation of the KU Core 34 curriculum.

Additional UCCC Work
In addition to its regular activities, the UCCC undertook the continued alignment and implementation of the KU Core 34. Over the course of the Fall 2023 semester, the UCCC worked to complete a list of course that met KBOR approval as well as working with individual units to submit exception requests when needed. The UCCC also worked to establish four subcommittees that met throughout the Spring 2024 semester: Communication, Mission/Vision, Learning Outcomes, and Assessment. Through this subcommittee work, the UCCC was able to accomplish writing and approving new learning outcomes for all KU Core 34 goals, aligning the general education assessment and recertification processes, creating a communication plan for Summer and Fall 2024, and envisioning new, innovative ideas for the KU Core 34 moving forward. The UCCC Chair and support staff also worked to provide trainings and information updates to academic units and other campus partners as needed. The UCCC also worked closely with Jayhawk Academic Advising and the University Registrar’s Office throughout the year to ensure they had an understanding of how these changes would affect both students and campus systems. 

Recommendations from the 2023-2024 Committee
Maintenance of the KU Core 34 and the KBOR Statewide General Education Framework
As the implementation of the KU Core 34 is completed, the UCCC will need to work to maintain the changes necessary to comply with the KBOR Statewide General Education Framework. The UCCC will also continue regular communication with KBOR through annual submissions of the approved course list and requested exceptions. The new criteria for inclusion and learning outcomes will help to ensure the KU Core 34 continues to maintain alignment with the KBOR framework. 

Return to Routine Business Matters
Certain UCCC routine business proceedings were paused during the 2023-24 academic year, including recertification and course approvals. This break was needed to complete the alignment and implementation of the KU Core 34 while changes were made to the learning outcomes and requirements. With the implementation of the KU Core 34 complete, the UCCC will return to accepting course approvals for all goals. The UCCC also worked with the University Assessment Committee throughout the 2023-24 academic year in order to align the recertification and assessment processes. With this work complete, recertification will resume during the 2024-25 year, with US Culture being recertified. 

Continue to Re-Imagine KU’s General Education Program
There were many unexpected changes made to create the KU Core 34 and ensure alignment with the KBOR Statewide General Education Framework. The committee should continue its work to re-envision opportunities within the KU Core 34 and what the landscape of a general education looks like at KU. This new framework provides opportunities for creativity and innovation moving forward. A Mission/Vision subcommittee was established during the 2023-24 year, and their work should continue to expand the possibilities.

Respectfully submitted by,
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Jonathan Bumberg, PhD, Associate Professor
Chair, University Core Curriculum Committee 2023-2024
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