SAMPLE RUBRICS FOR ASSESSING KU CORE EDUCATIONAL GOALS
Core Goal #1: Build core skills of critical thinking and quantitative literacy.
Learning Outcome 1: Upon reaching this goal, students will be able to: Analyze and evaluate assumptions, claims,
evidence, arguments, and forms of expression; select and apply appropriate interpretive tools.
Exceeds Expectations
4
Explanation of Issue/problem to be
issues
considered critically is
stated clearly and
described
comprehensively,
delivering all relevant
information necessary
for full understanding.

Expected
3

Satisfactory
2

Unacceptable
1

Issue/problem to be
considered critically is
stated, described, and
clarified so that
understanding is not
seriously impeded by
omissions.

Issue/problem to be
considered critically is
stated but description
leaves some terms
undefined, ambiguities
unexplored, boundaries
undetermined, and/or
backgrounds unknown.

Issue/problem to be
considered critically is
stated without
clarification or
description.

Evidence
Selecting and
using
information to
investigate a
point of view or
conclusion

Information is taken
from source(s) with
enough
interpretation/evaluati
on to develop a
comprehensive analysis
or synthesis.
Viewpoints of experts
are questioned
thoroughly.

Information is taken
from source(s) with
enough
interpretation/evaluatio
n to develop a coherent
analysis or synthesis.
Viewpoints of experts
are subject to
questioning.

Information is taken
from source(s) with
some
interpretation/evaluati
on, but not enough to
develop a coherent
analysis or synthesis.
Viewpoints of experts
are taken as mostly
fact, with little
questioning.

Information is taken from
source(s) without any
interpretation/evaluation.
Viewpoints of experts are
taken as fact, without
question.

Influence of
context and
assumptions

Thoroughly
(systematically and
methodically) analyzes
own and others'
assumptions and
carefully evaluates the
relevance of contexts
when presenting a
position.

Identifies own and
others' assumptions and
several relevant
contexts when
presenting a position.

Questions some
assumptions. Identifies
several relevant
contexts when
presenting a position.
May be more aware of
others' assumptions
than one's own (or vice
versa).

Shows an emerging
awareness of present
assumptions (sometimes
labels assertions as
assumptions). Begins to
identify some contexts
when presenting a
position.

Conclusions
and related
outcomes
(implications
and
consequences)

Conclusions and related
outcomes
(consequences and
implications) are logical
and reflect student’s
informed evaluation
and ability to place
evidence and
perspectives discussed
in priority order.

Conclusion is logically
tied to a range of
information, including
opposing viewpoints;
related outcomes
(consequences and
implications) are
identified clearly.

Conclusion is logically
tied to information
(because information is
chosen to fit the
desired conclusion);
some related outcomes
(consequences and
implications) are
identified clearly.

Conclusion is
inconsistently tied to
some of the information
discussed; related
outcomes (consequences
and implications) are
oversimplified.
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SAMPLE RUBRICS FOR ASSESSING KU CORE EDUCATIONAL GOALS
To be approved for inclusion in the KU Core curriculum, course applications must include a plan to develop
evidence and evaluation of student learning, documenting that students have met the criteria associated with the
learning outcome that students in your course will achieve. As an aid in meeting this expectation, the
committees that developed the goals, learning outcomes, and criteria of the KU Core (the satellite and transition
committees) also drafted sample rubrics to provide ideas for how to evaluate what your students have learned.
These are examples and should not be considered the only way to assess student learning. You may choose to
use these rubrics, or you may develop your own evaluative tools. In reviewing your application, the University
Core Curriculum Committee will expect to see a description of the assessment mechanism you will use.
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